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Puducherry
tops social
progress index

yuducherry has bagged the
top slot with the highest
scoreof 65.9in the countryon
the ‘social progress index’ for
its remarkable performance
across the index’s compo-
nents like personal freedom
and choice, shelter, and water
and sanitation, reports Am-
bika Pandit. Lakshadweep
and Goa closely follow it with
scores of 65.8and 65.5, respec-
tively. Assam, Bihar & Jhark-
hand have scored the lowest,
securing 44.9, 444, 439 re-
spectively out of 100. The in-
dex, formulated by Institute
for Competitiveness and So-
cial Progress Imperative, was
submitted to the Economic
Advisory Council-PM & rele-
ased on Tuesday. P12
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_Puducherry aces social progress
index, L'dweep & Goa among top 3

Assam, Bihar & J’khand Score Poorly In Personal Freedom & Choice, Water & Sanitation
WHO GOT THE BASICS RIGHT

Ambika.Pandit
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: I'uducherry has
bagged Lhe top slol with the
highest score of 659 in the
coun(ry onthe ‘social progress
index’ for ils remarkable per
formance across the Index’s
components like personal fre-
edom aid choice, shelter, and
water and sanilatlon. Laksh
adweep and Goa closely (ollow
il with scores ot 65.8 and 655,
respectively  Assam, Bihar
and Jharkhand have scored
the lowest, securing 44.9, 444,
43.9vespectively outof 100

The index, formulated by
the Institute for Competitlve-
ness and Social P’rogress Im
perative, was submitled tothe
Economic Advisory Council-
Prime  Minister (EAC M)
and released on Tuesday

The report. titled ‘Social
Progress Ind: States and
Districts of India’, veleased by
EAC-PM chairman Bibek De-
hroy also highlights that Ai-

Sacial F Tap scorers Lowest scorers
Index’
o Kerala (67.68); Bihar (28.86); Uttar
Alzawl “ m‘é:g’réﬁg Lakshadweep (66.58); | Pradesh (33, 36);
<M'SZ°°|:I'“)- . Sikkim (65.57) Jharkhand (35.47)
(Himachal Pradesh) *s* === Water and | Goa (85.27), Punjab Jharkhand (31.16); Ladakh
and == sanitation | (81.17), Haryana (80.22) | (32.17); Odisha (38.50)
shimfa
N . Dadra and Nagar Havell
é;}:‘:m‘:":‘;gﬁm 5] Access to Basic fg‘&'ﬁg,‘ﬁ:ﬁg&'ﬁ;"’"r and Daman & Dlu (44.45),
Pl Ifm Knowledge | Loct i o 70) Meghalaya(46,33)
best-performing BIRG 765}
districts Access to s
5 Delhi (71.3) Goa (69.77) | Jharkhand (28.8), Bihar
: Information and | g ey (65 41) (26.84) Odlisha (23.71)
. Rajasthan (73.74); Kerala (34.4); Puducherry
& Healthand | | ook (58.62); (37.1); Andhra Pradesh
Meghalaya (66.77) (39.17)

zaw] (Mizoram), Solan (Hima
chal Pradesh) and Shimla (Hi
machal Pradesh) have eme-
rged as the top three best-pe-
rforming districts. The index
also [ocusses on the progress
in aspirational distriets and it
comes through that only 27 out
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of U2districts under the Aspi-
rational District Programme
(ADP) have scored above the
national average on the Social
Progress Index(SPI)

The report also dwells on
India’s performance based on
the global SPI that is brought

outby Social Progress Impera-
tive since 2013. In the latest re-
port released in September
2022, Tndia has been ranked
110th on the index, scoring
60.2/100, and Ninds jtsell’ in the
(ourth tler of performance. In-
dia's aggregate SPI scme of
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602 in 2022 is slightly lower
than the world average of 65.2
The indey cavers I63nations

Meanwhile, the index re-
leased on ‘Tuesday has as-
sessed  states and  districts
based on 12 components across
three critical dbmensions of
social progress - basic hu
man needs, foundations of
wellbeing and oppeortunity.
Based on the ST scores, stales
and disticts have been ranked
under six tlers of social pro
gress ranging from very high
Lo very low progress

As [ar as basic human ne-
eds go, Goa, Puducherry, [aks-
hadweep, and Chandigarh are
thetop fourstales with thebest
performance in waler, sanita-
tion and shelter: Tt also highli-
ghts that over 40% of J&K dis-
tricts belongtothe *highsocial
progress category™ Shopian
has the highest SPI score of
63.1, attributable to the distvi-
ct's achievements across wat
er and sanitation, environme
ntalquality andinclusiveness
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Traditionally backward big states
rank low in social progress index

Zia Haq
Zia.haqg@htlive com

NEW DELHI: A social index of
states based on parameters such
as well-being and basic needs
revealed wide disparity in the
country’s progress. Traditionally
backward large states, such as
Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand and
Assam fared poorly, while cen-
trally administered territories
such as Puducherry and Lakshad-
weep, and northeastern states
topped most basic indicators.
The Economic Advisory Coun-
cil to Prime Minister (EAC-PM)
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along with Institute for Competi-
tiveness and Social Progress
Imperative on Tuesday released
the Social Progress Index (SPI) for
States and Districts of India, as
mandated by the EAC-PM.
According to the index, Pud-
ucherry, Lakshadweep and Goa
are the best-performing states in
terms of a mix of social indicators,
The top three performing districts
are Shimla and Solan in Himachal
Pradesh and Aizawl in Mizoram.

The index assesses states and
districts based on 12 components
across three dimensions of social
progress: basic human needs,
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foundations of well-being and
opportunity.

Assam, Bihar, Jharkhand,
Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and
Uttar Pradesh figured in either
low social progress or very low
social progress categories. Kerala,
Jammu and Kashmir, Mizoram,
Punjab, Tamil Nadu and Sikkim
figured among states with high
social attainments. “...the focus is
on looking at various tiers of
development by grouping the
states rather than the individual
rankings of the selected states and
districts,” EAC-PM chairman
Bibek Debroy said.

English
Zia Haq
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HP, Chandigarh among top performers in social progress index

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 4395 and 44 47, respectively.
For the dimension of basic

and choice, shelter, water
and sanitation.

AZAWL, SOLAN, SHIMLA BEST DISTRICTS ing and opportunity.

NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 20
Himachal Pradesh and
Chandigarh have emerged
among the nine best-per-
forming states and UTs in
the Social Progress Index
(SPI) for remarkable per-
formance across compo-
nents like personal freedom

Aizawl, Solan and Shimla
are the top three social
progress districts, The cate-
gorisation is partof the SPL for
states and disiricls prepared
by the Institule for Competi-
tiveness and Social Progress
Imperative. It was released by
Bibek Debroy, Chairman,
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8 Himachal, Chandigarh among

B Alzawl, Solan and Shimla emerge

nine best-performing states/UTs as top 3 social progress districts
® SPj assesses parameters fike W) aecess Lo basks knowledge,
personal freedom, choice, shel Punfab records highest compo-
ter, water and sanitation nent score of 62.92
Economic Advisory Council components across three
to the Prime Minisler. critical dimensions of social

The SPI assesses states
and districts based on 12

progress — basic human
needs, foundations of wellbe-
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According 1o the report,
Puducherry has the highest
SPI score of 6599, followed
by Lukshadweep (65.89), Goa
(65.53), Sikkim (85.10), Mizo-
ram (6419), Tamil Nadu
(63.33), Himachal (63.28),
Chandigarh (62.37) and Ker-
ala (62.05). Jharkhand and
Bihar scored the lowest,

human needs, Goa, Puducher-
1y, Lakshadweep. and Chandi-
garth are the lop four
states/U'ls with best perform-
ance in water and sanilation
and shelter For shelter and
personal satety, Chandigarh
and Nagaland emerged as the

GONTINUED ON PAGF 9
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HP, Chandigarh...

FROM PAGE 1
frontrunners, respectively.

Mizoram, HP, Ladakh, and
Goa emerged top performers
for the foundations of wellbe-
ing. Within the dimension for
the access to basic knowledge
component, Punjab has the
highest component score of
62.92, while Delhi has topped
the list with a score of 71.30.

For health and wellness,
Rajasthan has the highest
component score of 73.74. For
environmental quality, the
top three states are Mizoram,
Nagaland, and Meghalaya.
Tamil Nadu has achieved the
highest component score of
72 for the opportunity dimen-
sion. Commenting on the
report, Sanjeev Sanyal,
Member, EAC-PM, said, “The
GDP is an incomplete meas-
ure of progress, though not
inaccurate. Endeavours such
as the SPI that study social
parameters, the methodolo-
gies and analysis of the data
can be made more robust
and reliable.”
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Puducherry,

Lakshadweep,
Goa top social
progress index

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

;E BU;EI:}JD ber 20 VERY HIGH
o e SOCIAL PROGRESS

PUDUCHERRY, LAKSHAD-  pydycherry
WEEP AND Goa have emerged
as best-performing states/UTs Lakshadweep
inthefirst Social ProgressIndex  Goa
(SPI)promoted by the Economic T
Advisory Council to the Prime Sikkim
Minister. The bigger states that ~ Mizoram
figured among the nine .
states/UTswhich reported“very TamilicD
high social progress”are Tamil ~ Himachal Pradesh
Nadu, Himachal Pradesh and Chandigarh
Kerala.

In the SPI, which will givea Kerala
comprehensive non-economic
indicator to the government to VERY LOW SOCIAL
framepolicies,Jharkhand,Bihar  PROGRESS
and Assam have very low social
progresswithJharkhandranked  Jharkhand
atthebottom. SPIismadeby  pipa,
the Institute for Competitive-

Assam

nessand Social Progress Imper-
ative and evaluates the change
inthe petformanceofindicators
since 2015-16.

Theindexassesses statesand
districts based on 12 compo-
nents across three critical
dimensions of social progress -
basic human needs, founda-
tions of well-being, and oppor-
tunity.

Basic Human Needs assess
the performance of states and
districts in terms of nutrition
and basic medical care, water
and sanitation, personal safety
and shelter. Foundations of
Well-being evaluates the
progress made across the com-
ponents of access to basic
knowledge, access to informa-
tion and communication,
health and wellness, and envi-
ronmental quality. Opportunity

focuses on personal rights, per-
sonal freedomand choice,inclu-
siveness,and accesstoadvanced
education.

“Therehasnotbeenanindex
thatlooked at social parameters
with such depth and analysis in
theIndian context The next step
is to do a longitudinal assess-
ment of theseindicators tostudy
the changes over time and the
effects of those changes,” Insti-
tute for Competitiveness chair-
man Amit Kapoor said.

Puducherry has the highest
SPI score of 65.99 in the coun-
try, attributable to its remark-
able performance across com-
ponents like personal freedom
and choice, shelter, and water
and sanitation.
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Puducherry, Lakshadweep & Goa
Toppers of Social Progress Index

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Puducherry, Lakshad-
weep, and Goa have emerged as top
three performers on the Social Pro-
gress Index (SPI) among all states
and Union Territories in the count-
ry. while Jharkhand and Bihar sto-
od at the bottom of the index, accor-
ding to a report mandated by the
Economic Advisory Council to the
Prime Minister (EAC-PM).

Aizawl in Mizoram, Solan in Hi-
machal Pradesh and Shimla in Hi-
machal Pradesh have emerged as
the best-performing districts, as
per the report, prepared by the In-
stitute for Competitiveness and the
Social Progress Imperative and re-
leased by EAC-PM chairman Bibek
Debroy on Tuesday.

The report has not made a distinc-
tion between states and UTs while

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

Progress Report

EAC-PM releases Social
Jharkhand, Bihar

worst performers

4 ok

Basic human needs, foundations
of well-being & opportunity

49 for districts

89 indicators for states_i::l’gl_ﬂ

© Puducherry
O Lakshadweep
@ GCoa

© Sikkim

@ Mizoram

@ Tamil Nadu

@ Himachal
Pradesh

® Chandigarh
O Kerala
@ J&K
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assessing their performance and
has classified even UTs as states.

SPI assessed the performance of
states and districts on three di-
mensions of social progress - ba-
sic human needs, foundations of
well-being and opportunity. The
ranking of states and districts is
based on 12 components across
three critical dimensions, with 89
indicators at the state level and 49
at thedistrict level.

The index is a comprehensive tool
intended to be a holistic measure of
the social progress made by the co-
untry at the national and sub-natio-
nal levels.

The EAC-PM said in a statement
that understanding the social pro-
gressof citizensiskeytosustaining
economic growth in the long run
and that the index complements the
conventional measures of econo-
mic growth and development.
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Puducherry, Lakshadweep,
Goa top Social Progress Index

CRITICAL LOOK. Jharkhand, Bihar scored the lowest in ranking compiled by the EAC-PM

[
Shishir Sinha
New Delhi

Puducherry, Tamil Nadu
and Kerala are among the
top 9 States in Social Pro-
gress Index, a report com-
piled by the Economic Ad-
visory Council-Prime
Minister (EAC-PM), along
with the Institute for Com-
petitiveness and Social Pro-
gress Imperative on Tues-
day said.

SPI assesses States and
districts based on 12 com-
ponents across three critical
dimensions of social pro-
gress — basic human needs,
foundations of well being,
and opportunity. The index
uses an extensive frame-
work comprising 89 indicat-
ors at the State level and 49
at the district level. Based on
the SPI scores, States and
districts have been ranked
under six tiers of social pro-
gress: Very high, high, upper

Internal (for authorised circulation only)

Puducherry scored
65.99, due to its
performance across
personal freedom and
choice, shelter, and
water and sanitation

BIBEK DEBROY
Chairman, EAC-PM

middle, lower middle, low
and very low. Puducherry
has the highest SPI score of
65.99, attributable toits per-
formance across personal
freedom and choice, shelter,
and water and sanitation.
Lakshadweep and Goa
closely follow with scores of
65.89 and 65.53, respect-
ively. Jharkhand and Bihar
scored the lowest, 43.95 and
44.47, respectively.
Releasing the report,
Bibek Debroy, Chairman,

EAC-PM said,“It presents a
cross-section of data across
States and districts and the
focus is on looking at vari-
ous tiers of development by
grouping the States rather
than the individual rankings
of the selected States and
districts,” he said.

‘RELIABLE INDEX’

Sanjeev Sanyal, Member,
EAC-PM felt that GDP is an
incomplete measure of pro-
gress, though not inaccur-
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ate. “Endeavours such as the
Social Progress Index that
study social parameters, the
methodologies and analysis
of the data can be made
more robust and reliable,”
he opined.

Mizoram, Himachal Pra-
desh, Ladakh, and Goa have
emerged as the best-per-
forming States for the
foundations of well being. In
access to basic knowledge,
Punjab has the highest com-
ponent score of 62.92, while
Delhi has topped the list for
access to information and
communication with a score
of 71.30. For health and
wellness, Rajasthan has the
highest component score of
73.74. ¥or environmental
quality, the top three states
belong to the north-east re-
gion, namely, Mizoram,
Nagaland, and Meghalaya.
Lastly, Tamil Nadu has
achieved the highest com-
ponent score of 72.00 for the
Opportunity dimension.
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