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Why Asia Competitiveness Forum 
New Delhi 2010 

With nearly half the humanity residing in Asian countries and they becoming the engine 
of growth, the competitiveness of the entire planet is incumbent on enhanced 
competitiveness of Asian countries. Therein lies the tremendous need for providing 
pragmatic solutions towards superlative prosperity of people in these countries. 
Integrating with businesses from Asia is a challenge and an opportunity businesses from 
rest of the world face. The Asia Competitiveness Forum shall bring forth cohesive and 
synergistic fruition of this integration, allowing entire mankind to have a pursuit of 
sustainable growth – economic and social. New Delhi 2010 will be the first conference 
that talks of issues related to competitiveness, clusters, social impact of clusters, SMEs 
and clusters, economic development, regional competitiveness, cross national issues, 
equitable growth, sustainability, policy imperatives, corporate role in economic 
development and eventually alleviating poverty at Asia level with specific focus on firm 
strategy, impact of clusters and policy imperatives. The conference will have an 
academic track, a practitioner tracks, thematic debates, roundtables, networking events, 
private sector events, etc. Speakers and contributors will come from the government, 
think tanks, academia and practitioners who are working in the area of competitiveness, 
clusters and economic growth. 
 
 



Media Partners 

http://www.governancenow.com/
http://www.globalasia.org/?PHPSESSID=436b593f097c5f798c860978090dee48




Partners 

Knowledge Partner 

http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/index.do;jsessionid=FBC62F2CF4433615973A0E9064612C25.etc82
http://www.milagrow.in/


Who is Organizing the Asia Competitiveness Forum 
Institute for Competitiveness, India 

Institute for Competitiveness, India is the Indian knot in 
the global network of the Institute for Strategy and 
Competitiveness at Harvard Business School. Institute for 
Competitiveness, India is an international initiative centred 
in India, dedicated to enlarging and purposeful 
disseminating of the body of research and knowledge on 
competition and strategy, as pioneered over the last 25 
years by Professor Michael Porter of the Institute for 
Strategy and Competitiveness at Harvard Business School. 
Institute for Competitiveness, India conducts and supports 
indigenous research, offers academic and executive 
courses, and provides advisory services to the Corporate 
and the Governments. The institute studies competition 
and its implications for company strategy; the 
competitiveness of nations, regions & cities and thus 
generate guidelines for businesses and those in 
governance; and suggests and provides solutions for socio-
economic problems.  

http://www.competitiveness.in/
http://www.isc.hbs.edu/
http://www.isc.hbs.edu/


Activities of Institute for Competitiveness for 2010 

Reports to be released in 2010 

Livability Index in association with CII March 8, 2010 

State Competitiveness Report March 26, 2010 

Improving Urban Infrastructure thru Creation of Local 
Government and Private Sector Interface 

April 15, 2010 

Ranking of Parliamentary Constituencies in India April 28, 2010 

City Competitiveness Report October 1, 2010 

Events 

International Conference on Competitive Cities March 8, 2010 

State Competitiveness Release Event March 26, 2010 

Asia Competitiveness Forum April 28 – 29, 2010 

City Competitiveness Report Release Event October 1, 2010 

TCI Global Conference November, 2010 



Government 
Agencies and 

Ministries from 
various Asian 

Countries 

Academics 
from 

across the 
world 

Corporate 
Heads 

Our Speakers and Attendees 



Attendees and Speakers (600 Attendees, 75 Speakers) 

Vinay Hebbar 
MD, HBSP 

Susan Zielinski 
MD 

University of 
Michigan 

Gordon Feller 
CEO 

Urban Age Institute 

Susheela 
Venkataraman 

MD 
CISCO India 

Jehangir Poacha 
Founder & CEO 

NewsX 

Anurag Batra 
MD 

exchange4media 

Sanjay Verma 
MD Cushman 

South Asia, Australia 
and New Zealand 

Christian Ketels 
Professor 

Harvard Business 
School 

Ifor Ffowcs-Williams 
CEO 

Cluster Navigators 

Alberto Pezzi 
Director of 
Analysis 

Observatory of 
Industrial 
Foresight 
Catalan 

Government 

Juan Manuel 
CEO 

Cluster 
Initiative 
Basque 
Country 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.businessworld.in/images/stories/web_exclusives/Vinay_Hebbar_mdm.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.businessworld.in/index.php/Web-Exclusives/-Our-Content-Is.html&usg=__IU7BY-alzyLfPgj7d6t9UYFI3mg=&h=200&w=200&sz=13&hl=en&start=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=GeHjBqJVN5tuKM:&tbnh=104&tbnw=104&prev=/images?q=vinay+hebbar&hl=en&rlz=1I7TSNA_enUS358US358&um=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://amcblogmte4.atlantic-media.us/mt/mt-static/support/uploads/Zielinski.jpg&imgrefurl=http://transportation.nationaljournal.com/2009/03/are-we-intermodal-enough-yet.php&usg=__hLiazoaHf0fgh_MhZzt3vW9XApc=&h=88&w=73&sz=17&hl=en&start=17&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=-OaV_bc_MnrpXM:&tbnh=77&tbnw=64&prev=/images?q=susan+zielinski&hl=en&rlz=1I7TSNA_enUS358US358&sa=X&um=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.meeting-minds.org/images/feller_bio_pic.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.meeting-minds.org/speakers.php?p=speakers&usg=__9yZl4dNyyPTlzxTn8YpC0A0jtPA=&h=107&w=107&sz=8&hl=en&start=4&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=qZAnpZX3Yil46M:&tbnh=85&tbnw=85&prev=/images?q=gordon+feller&hl=en&rlz=1I7TSNA_enUS358US358&um=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://network8events.com/host2/files/images/Susheela venkataraman .jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.unnatiblr.org/?q=node/23&usg=__G6AE9-b2vegMwcLmXCbo4NUD33U=&h=103&w=110&sz=16&hl=en&start=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=V766fllvwZ50MM:&tbnh=80&tbnw=85&prev=/images?q=susheela+venkataraman&hl=en&rlz=1I7TSNA_enUS358US358&um=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.aiesecalum.org/images/b12.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.aiesecalum.org/about_bprofiles.asp&usg=__Z2lNmspueRif4O9NZ6uZaZIiudo=&h=115&w=95&sz=4&hl=en&start=3&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=3TlFxNAuXucXNM:&tbnh=87&tbnw=72&prev=/images?q=jehangir+pocha&hl=en&rlz=1I7TSNA_enUS358US358&um=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://kamlashow.com/podcast/wp-content/uploads/india-arts-yxe-anurag.jpg&imgrefurl=http://kamlashow.com/podcast/2009/03/27/social-media-in-india-what-is-needed/&usg=__Q78EmcCGuU1Jo-xjyLpIjhJynBY=&h=135&w=120&sz=40&hl=en&start=5&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=d3pOzmy3fSwpLM:&tbnh=92&tbnw=82&prev=/images?q=anurag+batra&hl=en&rlz=1I7TSNA_enUS358US358&um=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.businessworld.in/images/stories/quicktake/Sanjay-Verma.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.businessworld.in/index.php/Quick-Take/Quick-Take-10-Nov-08.html&usg=__GR5-lujpgQZwkJkZ6Mfu7iog8cA=&h=100&w=100&sz=12&hl=en&start=2&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=-ftCh92xEvh1NM:&tbnh=82&tbnw=82&prev=/images?q=sanjay+verma&hl=en&rlz=1I7TSNA_enUS358US358&um=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.unifr.ch/competitiveness/assets/images/ketels.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.unifr.ch/competitiveness/en/organisation&usg=__NjdGxXiM19pqrz4oanxJLHqIwe8=&h=148&w=140&sz=16&hl=en&start=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=qsCiy9CF2bgANM:&tbnh=95&tbnw=90&prev=/images?q=christian+ketels&hl=en&rlz=1I7TSNA_enUS358US358&um=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://media.linkedin.com/mpr/mpr/shrink_80_80/p/1/000/005/34f/3d02dc5.jpg&imgrefurl=http://nz.linkedin.com/in/clusterdevelopment&usg=__V9WP9XV0YsnNmzsD7VVv-0s9DdE=&h=80&w=80&sz=3&hl=en&start=4&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=RvssM4CryCkjSM:&tbnh=74&tbnw=74&prev=/images?q=Ifor+ffowcs+williams&hl=en&rlz=1I7TSNA_enUS358US358&um=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.competitiveness.org/ezimagecatalogue/catalogue/variations/660-150x150.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.competitiveness.org/article/view/131&usg=__2KShoo24vKTUzYcK9Lqo6V91P_A=&h=150&w=111&sz=4&hl=en&start=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=2qqDuqLPOz_B4M:&tbnh=96&tbnw=71&prev=/images?q=alberto+pezzi&hl=en&rlz=1I7TSNA_enUS358US358&um=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.competitiveness.org/ezimagecatalogue/catalogue/variations/285-150x150.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.competitiveness.org/article/view/881/1/4&usg=__g7cxEEhW7ey0qyZV0zilPO4rfYI=&h=150&w=107&sz=5&hl=en&start=2&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=XQJrCahxPISj_M:&tbnh=96&tbnw=68&prev=/images?q=Juan+Manuel+Esteban&hl=en&rlz=1I7TSNA_enUS358US358&um=1


Attendees and Speakers (600 Attendees, 75 Speakers) 

Thomas Andersson 
Chairman 

IEA  

Jayanth Murthy 
Chairman 

Kaizen Institute 
Pradeep Singh 

MD 
IDFC 

Chandrakant 
Salunkhe 
President 

IITC 
Suhel Seth 

CEO 
Counselage 

Michael Enright 
Former Professor 
Harvard Business 

School 

Dr N K Singh 
Member of 
Parliament 

Vinod Swahney 
CEO 

Airtel Enterprise 
Services 

Tim Eynon 
Director 

Dickenson 
Associates 

Dr Jagdish Sheth 
India China 

America Institute 

Dr Michael Porter 
Harvard Business 

School 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.iked.org/ethiopia/web/imx/CV/Thomas Andersson.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.iked.org/ethiopia/web/CV.html&usg=__Lunb-AmFE_z1sZPeksPvV7goysg=&h=135&w=98&sz=4&hl=en&start=9&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=jf9M6F-zgfYeUM:&tbnh=92&tbnw=67&prev=/images?q=tomas+andersson+++iked&hl=en&rlz=1I7TSNA_enUS358US358&sa=X&um=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.businessworld.in/bw/image/Books/ReadingRoom/Jayanth-Murthy_th.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.businessworld.in/bw/2009_10_26_Jayanth_Murthy_Kaizen_Institute_India.html&usg=__u1ug5hJng8pizKP9rzNMQFztizA=&h=155&w=155&sz=8&hl=en&start=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=MRI1LVltvnDiIM:&tbnh=97&tbnw=97&prev=/images?q=jayanth+murthy&hl=en&rlz=1I7TSNA_enUS358US358&sa=N&um=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.idfcprojects.com/images/pradeep-singh.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.idfcprojects.com/team-profile-md.html&usg=__x6I-RVHbtjzi21QAruQkwse04Hg=&h=251&w=202&sz=11&hl=en&start=12&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=X6MC9qlfpcBQyM:&tbnh=111&tbnw=89&prev=/images?q=pradeep+singh&hl=en&rlz=1I7TSNA_enUS358US358&um=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://nksingh.com/images/nksingh.jpg&imgrefurl=http://nksingh.com/bookrelease.html&usg=__jhGi_rsFLAUVtCd5AXSXe-BzI0s=&h=300&w=270&sz=49&hl=en&start=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=NXgG90VpPJZLcM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=104&prev=/images?q=n+k+singh&hl=en&rlz=1I7TSNA_enUS358US358&sa=N&um=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.dickensonassociates.com/images/photo-tim.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dickensonassociates.com/about_team.htm&usg=__WegS8GgceIhC3G2VhsH5tKqQV-w=&h=86&w=67&sz=3&hl=en&start=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=SjEncdzlh8o3bM:&tbnh=77&tbnw=60&prev=/images?q=tim+eynon+dickinson+associates&hl=en&rlz=1I7TSNA_enUS358US358&um=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.goizueta.emory.edu/faculty/JagdishSheth/JagdishSheth.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.goizueta.emory.edu/faculty/JagdishSheth/index.html&usg=__WOog8GBq0IzSKHUPt9GmDgJFpdM=&h=125&w=116&sz=33&hl=en&start=10&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=joY5TqJkab19EM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=84&prev=/images?q=jagdish+sheth&hl=en&rlz=1I7TSNA_enUS358US358&sa=N&um=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://mktperu.files.wordpress.com/2009/12/michael_porter_01.jpg&imgrefurl=http://mktperu.wordpress.com/2009/12/29/presentacion-michael-porter-en-lima-noviembre-2009/&usg=__O-k5gi48NO_IDPYp2ST71DBbYSU=&h=800&w=521&sz=40&hl=en&start=8&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=xCbvOgKVi1mj0M:&tbnh=143&tbnw=93&prev=/images?q=michael+porter&hl=en&rlz=1I7TSNA_enUS358US358&sa=N&um=1


Attendees and Speakers (600 Attendees, 75 Speakers) 

Keshav Verma 
World Bank 

Mohamed 
Lamine Dhaoui  

Director  
Business, 

Investments & 
Technology 

Services  
UNIDO 

His Excellency Dato 
Tan Seng Sung 

High Commissioner 
of Malaysia 

David Wittenberg 
CEO 

The Innovation 
Workgroup 

Adrián Gutiérrez 
Delegate of CDTI 
to India 
Science and 
Technology 
Attaché 
Embassy of Spain 

Indira Singh 
Executive Director, 

Ontario Mineral 
Industry Cluster 

Council 
Ontario Ministry of 

Northern 
Development, Mines 

and Forestry 



Author (s) Title 

Balbir Jain Investment in Human Capital and India’s Economic Growth 

Bibek Ray Chaudhuri & Debottam 
Chakraborty 

Export Competitiveness of States: A Case Study of Karnataka 

Deepikaa Joshi Determinants of Competitiveness: A Study of Indian Auto 
Component Industry 

Dr. Ranajoy Bhattacharyya, Mr. Debottam 
Chakraborty, Dr. T.P.Ghosh 

Can India Compete with China in Global Market? 

Malini L Tantri The Trade Dynamics of Indian SEZs - Scenario in Aggregate 

Manish Kacker Enhancing The Impact of Innovation on Economic Development: 
The Role of Marketing 

Md. Salauddin Palash Shrimp Industry of Bangladesh in the Context of Globalization 

Prof. Dr. Michael Steiner & Mag. Michael 
Ploder 

Multidimensional networks: The changing character and 
framework of interfirm collaboration  

Torger Reve From Industrial Clusters to Global Knowledge Hubs 

Vishwas Kumar Gupta Post-Recession Era – An Opportunity for India 

Some Contributions for the Academic Track 



Why Associate with Asia Competitiveness Forum 

ÅExceptional media exposure and coverage close to USD 
10,00,000 

Å1,00,00,000 people getting influenced or exposed to the event 

ÅDecision makers in attendance i.e., CEO’s across the globe, 
Senior Bureaucrats and Government of India officials, 
Ministers, High Profile Academics 

ÅTwo days of undivided attention to debates, issues and ideas 
at the forum 

ÅLive coverage of the event from the venue on the internet 

ÅPeople in attendance have an earning of greater than USD 
2,50,000 per year (on ppp) 

 

 



Session 
Asia: The Engine of World Economy 

With nearly half the humanity residing in Asian countries and Asian countries 
becoming the engine of growth, the competitiveness of the entire planet is incumbent 
on enhanced competitiveness of Asian countries. Therein lies the tremendous need 
for providing pragmatic solutions towards superlative prosperity of people in these 
countries. Asia’s business axis is poised at an interesting inflection point, surging 
towards more evolved business models and innovation centricity. This is how its firms, 
industries and clusters over multitudinous sectors shall serve the changing and 
growing demand for ideas, goods and services for Asian region and rest of the world. 

Michael Enright 
Former Professor 
Harvard Business 

School 

Dr Michael Porter 
Harvard Business 

School 
(Video Link) 
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Session 
Bridging the Divide 

Time for no-holds barred discussion on multiple cross national issues. A probing of patterns and 
trends in regional disparities in countries, and deliberation on best recommended strategies for 
prosperity in regions. Thus, an overall take at the competitiveness of states and regions. 

Interaction with senior officials from states like Delhi, Haryana, Bihar, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, 
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Punjab, J & K, Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh and Orissa 

Shri Narendra Modi 
Chief Minister 

Gujarat 

Shri Nitish Kumar 
Chief Minister 

Bihar 

Smt Shiela Dixit 
Chief Minister 

Delhi 

Shri Bhupinder Singh 
Chief Minister 

Haryana 
(Invited) 

Shri Konijeti Rosaiah 
Chief Minister 

Andhra Pradesh 

Omar Adbdullah 
Chief Minister 

Jammu & Kashmir 
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Session 
The Asian Conundrum: The Regional Analysis 

What is Asia; is it a substrate ripe for planting entire planet’s next drive towards prosperity, or 
does it have its own plethora of contradictions and issues. An in-depth delving into partitioned 
Asia, focusing sequentially on  China, ASEAN, Middle East, and East Asia. Thus, stripping away 
the mysticism and grasping the pulse of overt and undercurrent changes. 

Discussions focusing on India & China, ASEAN, Middle East and East Asia 

Dr N K Singh 
Member of 
Parliament 
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Session  
The Peoples Perspective 

Moving beyond the sloganeering of People being the most critical resource, detailing beyond 
the monolithic belief sets. Understanding the firm linkages between demographics and 
competitiveness, with specific insights into ageing, healthcare, insurance, female workforces 
and Asian consumers. Thus, unravelling the dimension and creatively coming up with pragmatic 
best advised initiatives for boosting competitiveness with the real long run in mind.  

Session in Association With  

Dr Jagdish Sheth 
Session Chair 
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Special Evening 
Evening of Bonhomie 

A Session with Young Parliamentarians 

Release of Ranking of 
Indian Constituencies in 
association with CPPR 

Shri Rahul Gandhi 
(Invited) 

Shri Deepender Hooda Shri Naveen Jindal 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://zoomindianmedia.files.wordpress.com/2009/12/rahul-gandhi1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://zoomindianmedia.wordpress.com/2009/12/26/&usg=__CZYLTV5D7FEr4-RrFONlFbgNVcg=&h=401&w=500&sz=112&hl=en&start=6&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=MMqJBgLm1BxuNM:&tbnh=104&tbnw=130&prev=/images?q=rahul+gandhi&hl=en&rlz=1I7TSNA_enUS358US358&um=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.tribuneindia.com/2007/20071019/harplus2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.tribuneindia.com/2007/20071019/harplus.htm&usg=__qH9eeknT9n9nqQgrkXH0-tW2cnY=&h=123&w=87&sz=18&hl=en&start=6&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=uMNifdJm9Of9PM:&tbnh=89&tbnw=63&prev=/images?q=deepender+hooda&hl=en&rlz=1I7TSNA_enUS358US358&um=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.blonnet.com/2006/06/03/images/2006060304430101.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.blonnet.com/2006/06/03/stories/2006060304430100.htm&usg=__ROuAHARkWCDSz6iv9KDi6jYYDDA=&h=187&w=150&sz=6&hl=en&start=11&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=IeUUIgdQJTAWpM:&tbnh=102&tbnw=82&prev=/images?q=naveen+jindal&hl=en&rlz=1I7TSNA_enUS358US358&um=1


Session 
New Economic Order 

What are the new values of capitalism mankind is buffeted against – is the current journey 
asking for tweaking and adapting existing economic thoughts, or is it demanding evolution of an 
out of box conception as a nostrum. Is an  intensified  campaign towards creation and nurturing 
of clusters the way out. Exploration is the mandate for deep study of social Impact of clusters, 
the traded clusters, and relationship between SMEs in general vis-à-vis clusters. 

Thomas Andersson 
Chairman 

IEA  
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Session 
Automobiles & IT Cluster 

Session in Association With  

http://www.milagrow.in/


Session 
Entertainment and Media Session 

Session in Association With  

Prakash Jha 
Movie Director 

(Confirmed) 

Aamir Khan 
Actor 

(Invited) 

Lalit Modi 
BCCI 

(Confirmed) 
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Session 
Equitable Growth and Policy Challenges 

All competitiveness and development stand scrutinised against the filter of a democratic 
percolation of prosperity and a non-discriminating access to means to prosperity. Naturally, 
employment & its social challenges have to be evaluated in this light. The all empowering facet 
of the infrastructure, sustainability, microfinance, transportation challenge can be surmounted 
successfully when assisted by policies based in foresight and learning’s accrued in hindsight. The 
goals of sustainability shine clear and bright only under such an ambience and this is how 
inequities in development, if any, can be set right. 

Vinay Hebbar 
MD, HBSP 

Gordon Feller 
CEO 

Urban Age Institute 

Sanjay Verma 
MD Cushman 

South Asia, Australia 
and New Zealand 
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Session 
Corporate Role in Economic Development 

The forces that need alignment are those of every individual’s potential, of the governance 
apparatus and of the organizational energy, esp. corporates. Interestingly, many new growth 
models in Asia have emerged and the world can take inspired learning from the same. Similarly, 
newer business models are evolving, fuelling the next wave of innovations. Thus, the new 
growth drivers need to be visited and wholesome development integrating the same can be 
landscaped. 

Sanjeev Chadha 
CEO 

PepsiCo 
Asia Pacific 



Asia Competitiveness Forum 
April 28 – 29, 2010 


